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indignation of the workers against the Negro laborers, rather than

against the capitalists; and against any war, even for emancipation.

When the draft law was passed in 1863, it meant that the war could

no longer be carried on with volunteers; that soldiers were going

to be compelled to fight, and these soldiers were going to be poor

men who could not buy exemption. The result throughout the coun-

try was widespread disaffection that went often as far as rioting.

More than 2,500 deserters from the Union army were returned to the

ranks from Indianapolis alone during a single month in 1862; the total

desertions in the North must have been several hundred thousands.

It was easy to transfer class hatred so that it fell upon the black

worker. The end of war seemed far off, and the attempt to enforce

the draft led particularly to disturbances in New York City, where a

powerful part of the city press was not only against the draft, but

against the war, and in favor of the South and Negro slavery.

The establishment of the draft undertaken July 13 in New York
City met everywhere with resistance. Workingmen engaged in tear-

ing down buildings were requested to give their names for the draft;

they refused, and drove away the officers. The movement spread over

the whole city. Mobs visited workshops and compelled the men to

stop work. Firemen were prevented from putting out fires, telegraph

wires were cut, and then at last the whole force of the riot turned

against the Negroes. They were the cause of the war, and hence the

cause of the draft. They were bidding for the same jobs as white men.

They were underbidding white workers in order to keep themselves

from starving. They were disliked especially by the Irish because of

direct economic competition and difference in religion.

The Democratic press had advised the people that they were to be

called upon to fight the battles of "niggers and Abolitionists"; Gov-
ernor Seymour politely "requested" the rioters to await the return

of his Adjutant-General, whom he had dispatched to Washington
to ask the President to suspend the draft.

The report of the Merchants' Committee on the Draft Riot says

of the Negroes : "Driven by the fear of death at the hands of the mob,
who the week previous had, as you remember, brutally murdered
by hanging on trees and lamp posts, several of their number, and
cruelly beaten and robbed many others, burning and sacking their

houses, and driving nearly all from the streets, alleys and docks upon
which they had previously obtained an honest though humble living

—these people had been forced to take refuge on Blackwell's Island,

at police stations, on the outskirts of the city, in the swamps and
woods back of Bergen, New Jersey, at Weeksville, and in the barns

and out-houses of the farmers of Long Island and Morrisania. At
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these places were scattered some 5,000 homeless men, women and

children."
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The whole demonstration became anti-Union and pro-slavery. At-

tacks were made on the residence of Horace Greeley, and cheers were

heard for Jefferson Davis. The police fought it at first only half-

heartedly and with sympathy, and finally, with brutality. Soldiers were

summoned from Fort Hamilton, West Point and elsewhere.

The property loss was put at $1,200,000, and it was estimated that

between four hundred and a thousand people were killed. When a

thousand troops under General Wool took charge of the city, thirteen

rioters were killed, eighteen wounded, and twenty-four made prison-

ers. Four days the riot lasted, and the city appropriated $2,500,000 to

indemnify the victims.

In many other places, riots took place, although they did not become

so specifically race riots. They did, however, show the North that

unless they could replace unwilling white soldiers with black soldiers,

who had a vital stake in the outcome of the war, the war could not

be won.

It had been a commonplace thing in the North to declare that

Negroes would not fight. Even the black man's friends were skeptical

about the possibility of using him as a soldier, and far from its being

to the credit of black men, or any men, that they did not want to kill,

the ability and willingness to take human life has always been,

even in the minds of liberal men, a proof of manhood. It took in

many respects a finer type of courage for the Negro to work quietly

and faithfully as a slave while the world was fighting over his destiny,

than it did to seize a bayonet and rush mad with fury or inflamed

with drink, and plunge it into the bowels of a stranger. Yet this was
the proof of manhood required of the Negro. He might plead his

cause with the tongue of Frederick Douglass, and the nation listened

almost unmoved. He might labor for the nation's wealth, and the

nation took the results without thanks, and handed him as near

nothing in return as would keep him alive. He was called a coward
and a fool when he protected the women and children of his master.

But when he rose and fought and killed, the whole nation with one
voice proclaimed him a man and brother. Nothing else made emanci-
pation possible in the United States. Nothing else made Negro citizen-

ship conceivable, but the record of the Negro soldier as a fighter.

The military aid of the Negroes began as laborers and as spies. A
soldier said: "This war has been full of records of Negro agency in

our behalf. Negro guides have piloted our forces; Negro sympathy
cared for our prisoners escaping from the enemy; Negro hands have


