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ABSTRACT:  Much correlational evidence suggests that household income poverty is associated 
with poorer outcomes in early childhood as well as later life.  Yet causal evidence for this link is 
missing; nearly all experimental impact evaluations of early childhood programs for low-income 
families in the United States concentrate on early education or parenting.  There has never been a 
U.S. experimental evaluation of direct poverty reduction – through unconditional cash transfers – 
focused on the first years of life.  This lecture summarizes the rationale, design and implementation 
of an experimental evaluation of unconditional cash transfers for parents of 0-3 year olds in the 
United States, a study currently in process in four cities. Hypothesized outcomes in the areas of 
parental investments and stress as well as child brain development and other domains of learning 
and development will be discussed, as well as implications for income support policies.  
 
Hiro Yoshikawa is the Courtney Sale Ross Professor of Globalization and Education at NYU 
Steinhardt and Co-Director of the Global TIES for Children center at NYU. He is a community and 
developmental psychologist who studies the effects of public policies and programs related to 
immigration, early childhood, and poverty reduction on children’s development.  He conducts 
research in the United States and in low- and middle-income countries.  
 
His current projects include: 
 
• Leading the research and evaluation for the MacArthur Foundation 100&Change and Lego 

Foundation funded partnerships of Sesame Workshop with the International Rescue Committee 
and BRAC to provide early childhood programming for Syrian refugee families in the Middle 
East and Rohingya refugee families in Bangladesh (with Alice Wuermli) 
 

• The first experimental evaluation of an unconditional cash transfer for families with young 
children in the United States (with Greg Duncan, Kimberly Noble, Lisa Gennetian, Katherine 
Magnuson, and Nathan Fox), which he will present to the Education Workshop on Feb 25, 
2020.  
 

• The Listening Project, a Spencer Foundation funded project evaluating a middle-school-based 
intervention in New York City schools to train students and teachers in transformative curiosity 
(interviewing and listening), (with Niobe Way, Joseph Nelson, Alisha Ali and David Kirkland). 

 
 
 


