
Figure 1
Test Score Distributions for Core Regents Exams, 2004-2010

Total Manipulation = 5.81 (0.04)
In-Range Manipulation = 44.53 (0.26)
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Notes: This figure shows the test score distribution around the 55 and 65 score cuto↵s for New York City high school
test takers between 2004-2010. Core exams include English Language Arts, Global History, U.S. History, Math
A/Integrated Algebra, and Living Environment. We include the first test in each subject for each student in our
sample. Each point shows the fraction of test takers in a score bin with solid points indicating a manipulable score.
The dotted line beneath the empirical distribution is a subject specific sixth-degree polynomial fitted to the empirical
distribution excluding the manipulable scores near each cuto↵. Total manipulation is the fraction of test takers with
manipulated scores. In-range manipulation is the fraction of test takers with manipulated scores normalized by the
average height of the counterfactual distribution to the left of each cuto↵. Standard errors are calculated using the
parametric bootstrap procedure described in the text. See the data appendix for additional details on the sample
and variable definitions.
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In	NY,	schools	manipulated	scores		
to	make	sure	students	passed	


