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This course will be concerned with the role of agency in processes of institutional change.  A chief goal will be to develop a pragmatic language for discussing processes of recomposition in identities  and institutions.  The theoretical issues addressed in the course will generally be of interest to students interested in institutions, agency, practice, and identity, but most of the empirical material considered will involve institutions and processes in the economy, broadly conceived.

Requirements:  Students will be expected to make one in class presentation on one or a group of readings.  The aim of the presentation should not be simply to summarize the argument of the text, but rather to pose critical questions about the reading that can be pursued subsequently in class discussion.  Students will also be expected to write a 20 page paper that addresses one or more of the issues dealt with in the readings.  Comparisons between perspectives, for example, would be an appropriate kind of topic.   Empirical applications can also be considered.  Students should discuss their paper topic ideas with the instructor before writing begins.

Books available for purchase at the Seminary Coop:

· John Dewey (1922/1930): Human Nature and Conduct  1922, The Middle Works of John Dewey, 1899-1924, Volume 14, JoAnn Boydston, ed. (Carbondale: Southern Illinois University Press, 1988) ISBN 0-8093-1084-8 (v.14)

· David Carr (1991), Time, Narrative, and History (Bloomington: Indiana University Press)

· Paul Ricoeur, Oneself as Another (U of Chicago Press)

· Bruno Latour, Reassembling the Social,  (Oxford UP)

· David Bloor, Wittgenstein, Rules and Institutions (Routledge)

· Hans Joas, The Creativity of Action,  (U of Chicago) 

· George Herbert Mead, Philosophy of the Present, (U of Chicago)

1. Self Deconstruction in Institutional Analysis

Thelen, Kathleen (1999): “Historical Institutionalism in Comparative Politics”, Annual Review of Political Science 2: 369-404.

Hall, Peter and Kathleen Thelen (2005): “Institutional Change in Varieties of Capitalism”  MS .
Schneiberg, Marc and Elizabeth Clemens, (2006), “The Typical Tools for the Job: Research Strategies in Institutional Analysis” in Sociological Theory 24: 3 September, 195-227

Hirsch, Paul and Michael Lounsbury, (1997) “Ending the Family Quarrel. Toward a Reconciliation of “Old” and “New” Institutionalisms” in  The American Behavioral Scientist, Feb, 406-418

Deeg, Richard and Gregory Jackson, (2007) “Toward a more dynamic theory of capitalist variety” in Socioeconomic Review,  5, 149-179

2. Rational Choice, Institutions and Agency

Avner Greif,  and David Laitin, (2004) “A Theory of Endogenous Institutional Change” American Political Science Review  (November) 

Przeworski, Adam, (2004) “Institutions Matter?” in Government and Opposition, 528-540

Przeworksi, Adam, (2004) “The Last Instance: Are Institutions the Primary Cause of Economic Development?” in Archive of European Sociology, XLV, 2, p 165-188

Greif, Avner, (2005) “Commitment, Coercion and Markets: The Nature and Dynamics of Institutions Supporting Exchange” in C. Menard and M Shirley (eds.) Handbook of New Institutional Economics, (Berlin: Springer Verlag) p. 727-786 

3.  Actors, Agency and Practice:  What is Agency?

Emirbayer, Mustafa and Ann Mischke (1998): “What Is Agency?”, American Journal of Sociology 103(4): 962-1023.

Ortner, Sherry, (2006) “Power and Projects: Reflections on Agency” in idem,  Anthropology and Social Theory, (Durham: Duke University Press) pages 129-154

Ahearn, Laura, (2001) “Language and Agency” in Annual Review of Anthropology, 30, 109-137

Mahmood, Saba, 2005, “Agency, Gender and Embodiement” in idem, Politics of Piety, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) p 153-188

4. Wittgenstein on Rules and Institutions
Bloor, David, Wittgenstein, Rules and Institutions, (London: Routledge, 1997)

4. Dewey’s Pragmatism: Deliberative Problem-Solving as the Reciprocal Determination of Ends and Means 

Dewey, John (1922/1930): Human Nature and Conduct  1922, The Middle Works of John Dewey, 1899-1924, Volume 14, JoAnn Boydston, ed. (Carbondale: Southern Illinois University Press, 1988) ISBN 0-8093-1084-8 (v.14) Pt. 1, sections I-VI; Pt. 2, sections I-IV; Pt. 3, sections I-IX; 

Recommended:

Dewey, John (1939): The Theory of Valuation (Chicago: University of Chicago Press), entire (67 pp.).

5. Creativity and Action

Joas, Hans, 1996, The Creativity of Action, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) chapters 1-3

6. Reassembly and action

Latour, Bruno, 2005, Reassembling the Social, (Oxford: Oxford University Press)  entire

7. Narrative and action

Carr, David (1986a): “Narrative and the Real World: An Argument for Continuity”, History and Theory 25(2): 117-31.

Carr, David (1986b): Time, Narrative, and History (Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press), chs. V-VI, pp. 122-85.

Paul Ricouer, (1992)  Oneself as Another, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) Introduction,  Third Study, Fourth Study

8. Mead: Temporality, Emergence,  Recombinatory Self and Action

George Herbert Mead, 1932, The Philosophy of the Present, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) Chapters 1-4

9. Reflexivity in Action: Recomposing Pragmatism 

Sabel, Charles F. (2005): “A Real Time Revolution in Routines”, in The Firm as a Collaborative Community, Charles Heckscher and Paul Adler, eds., (Oxford: Oxford University Press), 106-56.-- available @  http://www2.law.columbia.edu/sabel/papers.htm
Unger, Roberto M, (2007) The Self Awakened: Pragmatism Unbound (Harvard University Press) available to download  @ http://www.law.harvard.edu/faculty/unger/english/newwr.php
