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Glimpses of Islamic Ethical 
Codes 



�  Seeking Remedy From non-Muslim 
Physicians 

�  A Sanctity of Human Body 

�  Expertise and Confidentiality 
 
�  Expertise and Patient-Doctor 

Relationship 



7 

•  A Brief Introduction of Bioethics 
Development in Oman  IⅠ 



� From 7th -  14th  century: The Islamic Golden 
era  

� This was the   epoch that a real renaissance 
took place in the Muslim world when 
Europe was in the Dark Ages. 

� What  were factors of their 
accomplishments /successes? 
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� The second phase of Islamic bioethics  
commenced from 19th century up to around 
1960 - during the European “Age of 
Discovery and colonization”- .   

 
� Medicine  as well as all other disciplines 

and the entire system of education was 
brought to crashing halt in the world . !!!! 



� From early 1970s to 1990s witnessed the 
establishments of various Islamic medical 
ethics associations 

� Scholars from various disciplines and 
professions  formed inter-disciplinary 
committee to discuss bioethical issues 
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� This is a period of reforming and revival 
of Islamic medical etics (bioethics) from 
its past glory and coming up with 
scientific logical answers to most of the 
bioethical controversial issues. 

National Bioethics Committee	
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•  Drawing Ethical Guidelines & 
Regulations in the Sultanate of 
Oman    

III 



National Bioethics Committee	



CABINET 

NATIONAL BIOETHICS 
COMMITEE 

MEDICAL  ETHICS 
COMMITEE 

EXPERTS 
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•  Challenges and Issues of 
Concern  IV 



Third Party Embryo Donation  
� A young Shia couple where the husband was 

impotent appealed to NBC for embryo 
implantation.  

� They had the consent from the donors of the 
preserved excess embryo, who are married 
couple, to use their embryos.  

� Moreover, the egg donor is the sister of the 
couple's wife.   

� They argued that the Marjai, Ayatullah 
Khamenei issued a biding Fatwa allowing 
Third-Party Embryo Donation.   

� Both the  the donors and recipient are of the 
same marjai'a. 

�    



Third Party Embryo Donation  
�  Infertility is the universal health problem that 

affect many couples who are expected to 
produce children early within marriage. 

� Definition of Embryo Donation:  

� Embryo donation is the transfer of  an embryo 
resulting from gametes (spermatozoa and 
oocyst) that did not originate from the recipient 
and her partner 

� And Embryo Donation is the only available 
solution for this couple 

 



Third Party Embryo Donation  
� We sympathized with their health dilemma of 

the couple, namely:- 
 
� Fear of divorce 
 
� Stigmatization 
 
� We also Respect the Ayatullah Khameini's 

Fatwa, which on 20th July, 2003 became fully 
operative law allowing third gamete and 
embryo donation. 

 



Third Party Embryo Donation  
� Ayatullah Khamenei allowed Third-Party 

Embryo Donation by virtue of his status as a 
Marjai (literally means "Source to Imitate/
Follow" or "Religious Reference") as well as 
"Guardianship of the Jurist or Providence of the 
Jurist"  

� As  a Marjai and Wilatul Faqih , Ayatulla 
Khamenei applied his Ijtihad and the doctrine 
of Ibaha to justify: 

� The  salvage of marriage which has reached an 
alarming rate of divorce in Iran 

� Population growth 



Third Party Embryo Donation  
� Khamenei’s IJTIHAD :    

� Ayatullah Khamenei argued that adultery (Zina)  
requires the actual act of sexual intercourse 
while there is no sexual contact in the  third-
party embryo donation  

 
� Ayatullah Khamenei' s application of ibaha 

doctrine    
�    



Third Party Embryo Donation  
� But there are strong issues against the Fatwa 

which demand  serious considerations, such 
as:- 

� The issue of genealogy 
� The Law of inheritance 
� The issue of Maharim 
� The right of the child to his genetic parents 
� The issue of lying/hiding to the child from his 

parents and/or nationality 
� The donors' autonomous rights 
� Divorces may arise serious implications 

regarding issue of the custody of the child 



Third Party Embryo Donation  
  

 
SLIPPERY SLOPES: 
There are also serious  issues of slippery slope which 
cannot be ignored such as :- 
 
where   sperm donation is being practiced  as a results  
of legal-moral-medical ambiguities 
 
There are reported cases of institutionalized surrogacy 
in Iran 
 
With the liberation of societal norms, there may be a 
single  woman or  lesbian couples would thus be 
option for them 
 

  
  



Third Party Embryo Donation  
  

 

SLIPPERY SLOPES: 

• There are reported cases of institutionalized 
surrogacy in Iran 

• With the liberation of societal norms, there 
may be a single  woman or  lesbian couples 
would thus be option for them 

• The fear of commercialized  human embryos 

  



Third Party Embryo Donation  

  
 

 

 

There is no single solution to the serious 
dilemma of the Third-Party Embryo Donation. 



Third Party Embryo Donation  

  
 

 

 

Suni’s position  regarding the  Third-Party 

Embryo Donation 
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•  Conclusion V 


