
LING 20201: Introduction to Syntax

University of Chicago, Spring 2019

Instructor: Michelle Yuan
mmxyuan@uchicago.edu
Rosenwald 214 until May 1
Rosenwald 205F after May 1
Office hours: T 1-3pm

Teaching assistants: Emre Hakgüder Jackie Lai
hakguder@uchicago.edu jyklai@uchicago.edu
Social Sciences 010C (Landahl) Social Sciences 008A (Landahl)
Office hours: M 3-4pm Office hours: M 3-4pm

If you cannot come to our office hours, you can also email us to set up an appointment.

1 Course information
Lecture: MW 1:30-2:50pm, Harper Mem Library 140

Sections: 1D01: F 1:30-2:20pm, Cobb 403 (Emre)
1D02: F 2:30-3:20pm, Cobb 403 (Jackie)

Description: This course is an introduction to basic goals and methods of current syntactic theory
through a detailed analysis of a range of phenomena, with emphasis on argumentation and empirical
justification. We will develop a theory of syntax—sentence structure—within the Principles & Parame-
ters framework. Linguistic patterns will therefore be analyzed as the result of a small set of grammatical
principles, with cross-linguistic variation arising from different settings of parameters.

Major topics of this course will include phrase structure and constituency, selection and subcatego-
rization, argument structure, case, voice, expletives, and raising and control structures. We will primarily
investigate these topics in English, though we will occasionally compare English with other languages.
There is no assigned textbook for this class. Instead, your “textbook” will be comprised of lecture
slides and accompanying notes, content covered in discussion sections, and homework assignments.

Prerequisites: LING 20001 (Introduction to Linguistics) or permission of the instructor.
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2 Evaluation
(1) Homework assignments (50%):

a. There will be six (6) weekly assignments in this course, which will mostly consist of ex-
ercises and review and application of key concepts. They will be posted on Canvas on
Wednesdays, and will be due on Canvas on the following Tuesdays, at 11:59pm. Because
they are to be submitted electronically, your assignments must be typed (although syntactic
trees may be typed or drawn by hand and scanned).1 Late submissions will be marked
down 10% per day late.

b. Important: We will drop your lowest grade if and only if you demonstrate good faith (i.e.
effortful and comprehensive) engagement with all six assignments. That means that, if you
fail to submit an assignment, or if it’s clear to us that you have not tried, we will still include
your lowest grade (which would be a 0% in the former scenario) in our calculations. If we
drop your lowest grade, then each assignment will be worth 10% (x5). If we do not drop
your lowest grade, then each assignment will be worth around 8.3% (x6).

(2) Reading response (15%): In addition to the homework assignments, you will be asked to re-
spond to a short reading, to be posted on Canvas. Though the reading will be available on Canvas
all quarter, the reading response will be due on the Tuesday 11:59pm following the relevant week.
You will be asked to submit a short write-up summarizing the key points of the paper. You should
also address the prompts below (as well as anything else you can think of):

a. What did you find convincing about the reading? What did you find not so convincing?
b. Was there anything you found especially interesting or illuminating?
c. Was there anything that you found difficult to understand?
d. What are some questions that you now have about this topic?

(3) Final dataset (25%):
There will be no final exam for this course. Instead, you will instead be asked to analyze a set
of natural language data (which I will provide), based on—and extending—the theoretical tools
that we have developed in the course. Your submission should be written entirely in prose. The
individual data points must be reproduced and interspersed throughout the prose where relevant,
and must be numbered. You will be evaluated on clarity of argumentation, understanding of the
course material, and depth of data analysis.

Deadline: Monday, June 10, 2019, 11:59pm

(4) Attendance and active participation (10%):
You must attend lectures and all meetings of your discussion section, and actively participate in
the latter.

1See §4 for resources on typesetting syntactic trees.
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3 Academic honesty
Your submissions for this course must be your own work and must meet the University of Chicago’s stan-
dards for academic honesty, which you may peruse here: https://studentmanual.uchicago.edu/Policies.
Plagiarism (whether intentional or not) will not be tolerated. Therefore, although you may discuss and
collaborate on homework assignments with others, you must (i) acknowledge your collaborators by name
in your submissions, and (ii) write up the assignments individually.

4 Resources for drawing syntactic trees
In this course, you will be asked to draw syntactic trees, which are representations of sentence structure.
Since you must submit your homework assignments electronically, I have included below some online
resources and software programs that will allow you to generate trees. You may save these as images
and insert them into your typesetting documents.

(5) a. Syntax Tree Generator: link
b. phpSyntaxTree: link
c. TreeForm: link

In addition, LATEX is a very convenient text editor that will also allow you to draw syntactic trees. I per-
sonally recommend this if you plan on continuing with Linguistics! If you wish to write your assignment
up in LATEX, here are resources on how to get started:

(6) a. LATEX Wikibooks Guide: link
b. Tree drawing and LATEX tutorial: link — These slides are very handy, as they also overview

the advantages/disadvantages of some of the programs in (5)!

5 Accommodations
If you require any accommodations for this course, as soon as possible please provide your instructor
with a copy of your Accommodation Determination Letter (provided to you by the Student Disability
Services office) so that you may discuss with him/her how your accommodations may be implemented
in this course.

The University of Chicago is committed to ensuring the full participation of all students in its pro-
grams. If you have a documented disability (or think you may have a disability) and, as a result, need a
reasonable accommodation to participate in class, complete course requirements, or benefit from the Uni-
versity’s programs or services, you are encouraged to contact Student Disability Services as soon as pos-
sible. To receive reasonable accommodation, you must be appropriately registered with Student Disabil-
ity Services. Please contact the office at 773-702-6000/TTY 773-795-1186 or disabilities@uchicago.edu,
or visit the website at https://disabilities.uchicago.edu. Student Disability Services is located at 5501 S.
Ellis Avenue.

3

https://studentmanual.uchicago.edu/Policies
http://mshang.ca/syntree/
http://www.ironcreek.net/phpsyntaxtree/
https://sourceforge.net/projects/treeform/
https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/LaTeX
https://cpb-us-w2.wpmucdn.com/campuspress.yale.edu/dist/0/119/files/2014/12/sec-09.19-tree-drawing-and-latex-presentation-13d5vib.pdf
https://disabilities.uchicago.edu


LING 46000 (seminar)

6 Tentative schedule

Week 1 Constituent structure; categories; selection
Homework: Assignment 1 (due WEEK 2)

Week 2 The building blocks of phrase structure grammars; Merge
Homework: Assignment 2 (due WEEK 3)

Week 3 Argument structure; θ -theory
No section
on Friday

Homework: Assignment 3 (due WEEK 4)

Week 4 Agree, case, and argument licensing
Homework: Assignment 4 (due WEEK 5)

Week 5 The “EPP”
Homework: Reading response (due WEEK 6)

Week 6 A-movement; control

Week 7 Head movement
Homework: Assignment 5 (due WEEK 8)

Week 8 Wh-questions (Ā-movement)
Homework: Assignment 6 (due WEEK 9)
Homework: Final dataset (due JUNE 10)

Week 9 Binding

Week 10 Binding continued; wrap-up
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