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Yoko was born in Aomori, Japan. She completed her BS, MS and PhD 

degrees at Toyohashi University of Technology. Under the supervision of 

Professor Seiji Iwasa, she worked on Ru(II)-Pheox-catalyzed asymmetric 

carbene transfer reactions. Yoko worked for Toray Industries, Inc. in Japan 

(2019–2021) after obtaining her PhD, then she changed the direction of 

her life and started her academic career as a postdoctoral scholar at INSA 

Rouen Normandie, France (2021–2022) and the University of Chicago 

(2022–present). In her free time, Yoko likes spending time with her super 

cute cats. 

 


