
 

Spiritual Revolution: Examining the impact of the Bab after 

200 years 

 

An Academic Seminar, Oct 26, 2019, Tribune Lounge, 

Reynolds Club Building, The University of Chicago 

 
 

9:30 introductory remarks and welcome--  Frank Lewis, The University of Chicago 

  

10:00- 10:40  Mina Yazdani, Eastern Kentucky University 

 

Women in the Life and Writings of the Báb   

 

Abstract 
This talk explores the change Siyyid ‘Alí Muḥammad-i-Shírází, the Báb, aimed to 

effect in the life of women by focusing on three domains: 1) His interactions with 

the women in His life; 2) His views on  women as expressed both in His exegetical 

works (such as the Commentary of the Súrih of Joseph), His book of laws (the 

Persian Bayán), and other works such as the Ṣaḥifiy-i-‘Adlíyyih (Epistle of Justice) 

and the Lawḥ-i-Haykalu’d-Dín (Tablet of the Temple of the Faith); and 3) the early 

history of His religion when He chose a woman as one of His foremost disciples 

and defended her against criticism from other believers.  

 

15 min of Q and A  

 

 intro to the next talk 

 

11-- 11:40 Mohamad Tavakoli, University of Toronto 

 

 Pathologizing Babism and Bahaism 
 

Abstract 
This paper explores how the transition from humoral to microbiological reasoning 

in medical cosmology altered the mode of othering the Babis and Baha‘is in Iran.  

 

15 min of Q and A  

 



intro to the next talk 

 

12-12:40   Todd Lawson, Professor Emeritus University of Toronto 

 

A Portrait of the Prophet as a Young Artist: The Báb, His Writings and His 

Audience 
 

ABSTRACT 
The focus of this presentation will be on the Báb’s Qayyúm al-Asmá’,  also known 

as the Commentary on the Surih of Joseph. The work is of such a remarkable and 

unprecedented character that its main impact may be seen along the lines of an 

avant garde work of art. Although it exhibits total mastery of the Qur’an and the 

Hadith, two major qualifications for the composiiton of Qur’an Commentary, it is 

obvious that the Báb wishes to address his audience through artistic rather than 

“theological” means. In this presentation, these more purely artsitic elements will 

be identified, parsed and discussed. It is suggested that it was what would be called 

in another cultural context the aesthetic and artistic power of this work that 

captured the hearts of first Mulla Husayn and then the remaining Letters of the 

Living and persuaded them that a new cycle had truly begun. 

 

 

15 min  Q and A 

 

1:00-2:00 pm Lunch 

 

 


